The Circuit – Chapter 1 “Under the Wire”
	THINK:  Since America was first discovered, people have come from all over the world seeking a better life here.  Is this family any different from your own ancestors who may have come here to escape poverty or find religious freedom?

	· la frontera – the US/Mexican border

· El Rancho Blanco – The White Ranch

· mi’jo – my son

· Cantinflas – a famous movie star from the past

· Dios le quiera – God wishes it

· Otra vez la burra al trigo – again the donkey in the wheat (you are being bothersome)

· Panchito – Little Francisco

· la migra – the immigration officials

· viejo/vieja – old man/old woman

· comal – metal skillet used over an open fire

· verdolagas – green fruit (wild) 


1. What was this family’s life like in Mexico?  Describe it using at least 3 details from the book.  (3 pts)






2. Where do they sleep their first night at the labor camp?  How much money does Papa have?  How long does it need to last?  (3 pts)





3. How do you feel about this family now that you know they are illegal immigrants?  Would it make a difference to you if they had crossed the border legally?  Why or why not?  (3 pts)





4. Why is this chapter called “Under the Wire?”  (1 pt)
