The Circuit – Chapter 8 “Cotton Sack”
	Migrant families struggle to make enough money to survive.  Parents rely heavily on their children’s help.  In the earliest chapters of the book, Francisco was responsible for taking care of his little brothers and sisters.  But now, Francisco is determined to work alongside his father, mother and brother in the fields.  The “cotton sack” in this chapter has a special meaning for Francisco.   
	Vocabulary

· comal – flat slab of sandstone on which tortillas are cooked
· contratista – man who comes around to contract labor for the fields
· mocoso – punk, brat

· la bola – the ball

· alla – over here


1. Why does Francisco hope it keeps raining?  Why does papá curse the rain?  (2 pts)






2. Describe what happens when Francisco tries to prove that he is big enough and strong enough to pick cotton? (2 pts)







3. The cotton sack becomes another image the author uses to represent something important for his family.  What does having his own “cotton sack” represent for Francisco? (1 pt)
